The Legendary Couple Reunited

The great German painter, Lucas Cranach (Kronach, 1472 — Weimar, October 16, 1553), painted
innumerable versions of the theme of Adam and Eve, apparently over fifty, together with his
disciples and collaborators. The Uffizi possesses the two panel paintings that are now the
indisputable protagonists of the new rooms dedicated to Flemish masters on the second floor of the
Gallery. The paintings have been united within a single frame to recompose one sole narrative.
Nonetheless, they were created as separate works, although conceived as adjoining and in dialogue
with one another. In effect, half of the Tree of Knowledge appears in both panels and visually fuses
within the new frame that also heightens the exchange of glances between the two progenitors of
humanity.
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The Third Tactile Book

The presentation of the third tactile book published by the Uffizi took place last February on National
Braille Day. The volume is dedicated to the architecture and history of Vasari’s building and
illustrates the sequence of events and the peculiarities of the imposing construction “in sul fiume e
quasi in aria” (on the river and almost in the air). Giorgio Vasari designed the construction for the
Duke of Florence, Cosimo I de’ Medici, as the seat of the city’s magistrature, that is, administrative
offices.

“Gli Uffizi. Architettura e storia” (The Uffizi. Architecture and History) is the segue of the first two
tactile volumes dedicated to the Primavera by Botticelli and the Velata by Raffaello. It shares the
same editorial characteristics allowing accessibility for individuals who are blind or visually impaired
but, it is also of interest for the general public. Enlarged lettering, QR codes for listening to audio
descriptions, texts in Braille, relief illustrations, and multi-material inserts facilitate the
comprehension of the cultural, historic, and artistic contents of the Uffizi complex. The volume,
created with the scientific collaboration of the Italian Union for the Blind and Visually Impaired of
Florence and designed in collaboration with Atipiche Edizioni, can be purchased at the bookshop of
the museums of the Uffizi Galleries and on-line at www.uffizi.it.
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